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Anthony Hancock 1947-2012 


Nazi printer and publisher: purveyor 
of hate and aide to terrorism 


A Special Relationship of Hate? 50 years 
of the Anglo-American Far-Right 


An International Conference 
convening at Park Campus, 


The University of Northampton 


KEYNOTING: Professor Leonard Weinberg 
(University of Nevada), Dr Martin Durham 
(University of Wolverhampton), and 
Leonard Zeskind (Institute for Research 

& Education on Human Rights) also 
presenting are Southern Poverty Law 
Centre, Show Racism the Red Card and 
Searchlight Magazine. 


2012 is the 50th anniversary of the ‘Cotswold Agreement’ 
and the corresponding establishment of the World Union 

of National Socialists under the leadership of the UK's Colin 
Jordan and the USA's George Lincoln Rockwell (pictured 
above). Since then, numerous examples of postwar 

fascist ‘internationalism’ have emerged via the interrelated 
development of British and American far-right ideology, 
culture, aesthetics and practices. In the words of Professor 
Leonard Weinberg, this has led to a tightly-knit ‘cultural and 
political affinity between right-wing extremist groups on both 
sides of the Atlantic, together with an increasing exchange 
of ideas, perspectives, forms of organization’ and more. 
Ranging from music and dress to shared political agendas 
and strategies, and from neo-Nazism to Islamophobia and 
Tea Party nationalism, these affinities will be expansively 
traced by academics and a wide range of practitioners at 
this two-day international conference, to be hosted by The 
University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media 
Research Group (www.radicalism-new-media.org). 


Price: £60 for one day or £120 for both days including conference dinner. 
To register contact Karin Ferngren karin.ferngren@northampton.ac.uk 


Further details please contact Dr Paul Jackson 
at paul.jackson@northampton.ac.uk 
or log onto www.radicalism-new-media.org 
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Editorial 


A NAZI DYNASTY ENDS 


By Gerry Gable 


IT IS NO COINCIDENCE that we left it 
until this month's magazine to tell the 
story of the notorious Hancock family of 
Sussex, as some of the Searchlight team 
will be in Brighton for the TUC Congress 
and all delegates will have a copy of this 
magazine in their packs. They can also visit 
our stall at the conference centre and 
attend our fringe meeting at the Old Ship 
hotel at 5.20pm on Tuesday 11 
September. 

Because of Congress we have gone to 
print early, and a few days before the 
sentencing of the Norwegian rightwing 
extremist terrorist Anders Breivik for killing 
77 people and injuring hundreds more in 
Oslo and on Uteya island on 22 July 2011. 
We covered his trial and the issues raised 
by it extensively in last month's 
Searchlight. In relation to Breivik's 
sentencing it appears that some people on 
the extreme right might be planning 
actions in the near future in support of this 
monster. 

A Czech citizen has been arrested at his 
home in Ostrava, a city on the Czech- 
Polish border, and in his apartment the 
police claim to have found guns, 
ammunition, bomb parts, booby traps and 
parts of police uniforms. He has previous 
convictions for setting off bombs. In their 
investigation they raised a potential Breivik 
connection. The recent attack on a Sikh 
Temple in the USA by Wade Michael Page, 
a former soldier and white power music 
band member who possibly cannot tell the 
difference between Sikhs and Muslims, 
also points to people with far-right 
extremist connections getting busy in the 
most murderous ways. 

Some time before Breivik's trial we 
questioned the failure of the Norwegian 
police and security services to arrest him 


before his murderous rampage that took 
so many innocent lives and seriously 
damaged Norwegian government 
buildings in Oslo. We asked why the 
Norwegians did not carry out a full 
investigation after their Polish counterparts 
warned them about Breivik stockpiling 
chemicals known to be used as 
components in making bombs. At that 
stage they must have known about his 
longstanding membership of a rightwing 
group in Norway, moving from its youth 
movement to its adult section and leaving 
only when they watered down their 
previous hardline racist policies to make 
them more acceptable to the Norwegian 
public. 

Secondly, close to the time of the Oslo 
bombings an operator on a government 
switchboard received a call that may well 
have been made by Breivik himself saying 
he was about to carry out bombings. 
There are standard procedures for such 
calls, even if they are hoaxes: they were 
not followed. It in no way eases the grief 
of the nation and families of the victims to 
hear that, as a result of the findings of an 
inquiry into the shootings and bombings, 
the chief of the Norwegian police has 
turned his badge in. 

The police services in Germany, France 
and Greece could certainly do with a very 
thorough investigation and clean-up for 
the way they play games with, or even 
show political sympathy for the far right. 
But problems resulting from far-right 
organisations are not confined to other 
countries. One only has to look at the 
numerous criminal convictions of English 
Defence League thugs here to wonder 
why the organisation, which is not a 
political party and exists only to promote 
hate, is allowed to operate at all. 
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Hitler's Nazi spawn 


Antifascists seeking a better understanding of the real nature and machinations of British postwar fascism 
might start with the life and activities of the notorious Hancock family, using them as a lens through which to 
view this grotesque and dangerous world. 


Many years ago Searchlight devoted a special issue to fascist activity on the South Coast under the title 
“Brighton the fascist capital of Britain”. Since then Searchlight's intelligence and analysis department has 
added to our original work and, as we have peeled away at the layers of this Nazi onion, what we have found 
has at times shocked even us with nearly 50 years’ experience of exposing and fighting fascism and racism both 


here and abroad. 


Read on, and we are sure you will want to do your utmost to confront these enemies of democracy and their 
organisations at every level. Gerry Gable investigates 


THE DEATH OF ANTHONY 
HANCOCK in Sussex on 11 June 
2012 marked the end of several 
decades of service by the Hancock 
family to international Nazism. 

His mother Clara Hancock was a 
German-born Nazi from Heidelberg 
who was open in her support for 
national socialism. She died in an old 
people's home many years ago. 

She was survived by her husband 
Alan Vivien Hancock. Born in 1914, 
he was a printer and prewar 
member of Oswald Mosley's British 
Union of Fascists and National 
Socialists, commonly known as the 


Anthony Hancock (left) with Alex Oumow, a French contact man with European 


Nazi terror groups, 1981 


Blackshirts. When after the war 
Mosley formed the Union 
Movement, Hancock stayed with 
him, going on later to fit neatly into 
the newly created National Front 
(NF) in 1967. 

In those days Hancock was 
financially supported by Robin 
Beauclaire, a Holocaust denier and 
property and catering millionaire, 
who, with others, paid for Hancock 
to print tens of thousands of copies 
of the Racial Preservation Society's 
(RPS) newspapers in three regional 
editions covering Sussex, the 
Midlands and London. The papers 


were printed at Hancock's printing 
press in Sussex. 

Another key player in the anti- 
immigration RPS was Jimmy Doyle, 
a criminal who lived in a manor 
house outside Brighton and had built 
up a huge steal-to-order antiques 
business. Doyle was in contact with 
the Nazi leader John Tyndall who in 
1964 led a breakaway from Colin 
Jordan's National Socialist 
Movement, the Greater Britain 
Movement (GBM). Many years later 
Tyndall was to form today's British 
National Party. 

The distribution of RPS 


Alex Oumow with another man from the terror network: convicted criminal, former 
(?) Ulster Volunteer Force member and former National Front officer Steven John 
Brady. Today Brady is on the editorial board of the BNP newspaper Freedom under 
the alias Steve Johnson 
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newspapers led to the historic Race 
Relations Trial at Lewes Assizes, one 
of the earliest cases of racial 
discrimination, when four men were 
prosecuted under the Race Relations 
Act 1968. That Act had 
strengthened Britain's first race 
relations legislation passed in 1965. 

A well funded national defence 
campaign was set up for the 
defendants: Alan Hancock, Edward 
“Ted" Budden — another leading 
member of the RPS, Sydney Hardy 
and, most interesting of all, a young 
Rhodesian called Geoffrey Dominy. 

Dominy had landed from a Dutch 
coaster at the small port of 
Shoreham-by-Sea along the coast 
from Brighton. In those days 
immigration and customs control 
could be very lax at such ports. 
However, after lan Smith's Unilateral 
Declaration of Independence (UDI) 
in Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) on 11 
November 1965 to preserve white 
rule, British intelligence had been 
alerted to watch for agents working 
for his illegal regime whose spies 
had already penetrated Downing 
Street and stolen vital documents 
relating to the Wilson government's 
negotiations with Smith. A secretary 
and a Briton were sent to prison. 

Immigration officers spotted 
Dominy and while they were 
interviewing him in the captain's 
cabin on the coaster, others 
including Special Branch officers 
searched his own cabin and found 
indications of potential espionage. 
What he had was lists of people in 
Britain with relatives living in 
Rhodesia who had given some sort 
of support to the illegal regime. 
Dominy's job was to ascertain their 
willingness to betray this country. 
However the lists were not seized 
and Dominy was released in the 
hope that he would lead Special 
Branch to his primary contacts in 
Britain. 

Dominy quickly made his way to 
the RPS and the Hancocks. After his 
arrest alongside the other Lewes 
defendants, a search of his lodgings 
revealed not only the lists but also 
false passports and other 
documents. 

At the trial some of the most 
important people in Britain's racist 
and Nazi organisations were seen in 
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public for the first time, giving 
evidence for the defence, 
purportedly as expert witnesses. 
One such was the notorious racist 
Joy Page who in the name of her 
London Residents’ group said her 
members saw nothing wrong with 
the views expressed in the RPS 
material. 

Another was Dr William Mitchell, 
who had been dishonourably 
discharged from the Army in the 
middle of the war for raising a toast 
in the officers’ mess to Mosley, and 
went on to become the financial link 
to exiled Nazis including some in 
South America. 

A third was the notorious Lt Col 
Robert Gayre of Gayre and Nigg, a 
racial eugenicist and founder of the 
nazi Northern League and the 
publication Mankind Quarterly. In 
his evidence Gayre described blacks 
as "feckless" and claimed that 
scientific evidence showed blacks 
“prefer their leisure to the dynamism 
which the white and yellow races 
show”. 

The court treated the evidence of 


THE 
IMMIGRATION CONTROL 
ASSOCIATION 


stands for 
An immediate ban on coloured immigration 
Repeal of the Race Relations Acts 
Repeal of the British Nationality Act 1948 
Repatriation of coloured aliens 
Deportation of immigrants convicted of criminal acts 
National Referendum on Immigration 


COMMITTEE: 
Chairman: Mrs. M. Howarth 
Co Vice Chairmen: W.F.R. Fuller, Mrs. R. Easter 
Secretary: Mrs. J. Page Treasurer: B. G. Jones 


Joy Page, secretary of the Immigration Control Association, gave “expert” evidence at the Lewes race trial. The 


these race haters and Nazis as 
representative of the views of the 
British public. It was on the basis of 
their tainted testimony that the jury 
were told the words used in the RPS 
publications did not breach the new 
race relations laws. 

The result was that all four 
accused were acquitted. Shortly 
afterwards Dominy died in 
mysterious circumstances, giving rise 
to speculation that British 
intelligence had exacted revenge for 
the Downing Street spies episode. 

A K Chesterton, the first leader of 
the NF, wrote a pamphlet in support 
of the Lewes defendants and the 
defence campaign led to some 
people who had until then hidden 
their poisonous political views going 
public. 

The RPS had become part of the 
newly formed NF in February 1967 
and the Hancocks trading as Wilson 
Press (later renamed The Print 
Factory) became the NF's main 
printer. They also satisfied the 
printing needs of a wide range of 
British rightwing extremists as well 


chair of the ICA was Mary Howarth, a member of the antisemitic League of Empire Loyalists, who joined the 
National Front after the LEL merged with the Racial Preservation Society and the original BNP to create the NF. Her 
son, the rightwing Conservative MP Gerald Howarth, is the Defence Under Secretary for International Security 


Strategy 


as some in Germany and other 
European countries where the 
production and distribution of Nazi 
material was outlawed after 1945. 

In addition to Beauclaire’s financial 
backing, Hancock was being paid by 
the South African apartheid regime's 
Bureau for State Security (BOSS) by 
means of buying him investments in 
major South African companies that 
were paying large dividends to 
shareholders. 

In 1947 Alan and Clara had had a 
son, Anthony. Brought up as a 
national socialist, he formed 
friendships with fellow fascists and 
Nazis both in Britain and abroad 
including some linked to terrorism. 
He spent a lot of time with Doyle. 

Doyle was convicted of stealing 
antiques to order from country 
houses. His full-time armed 
bodyguard was involved in the set- 
up shooting at the GBM's Norwood 
headquarters before the 
organisation became part of the NF. 
The intention was to blame the 
shooting on Tyndall's political rival 
Jordan or the antifascist 62 Group. 

The attempt at a British-style 
Reichstag fire went pear shaped 
when antifascists found out about it 
and in particular that the organisers 
had arranged a coded telephone call 
to the GBM headquarters in which 
the phrase “Aunty will call tonight” 
would warn the occupants that the 
hit was on, to ensure they were out 
of the line of fire when a pistol 
magazine was emptied into the 
building. The media were told about 
the plan and refused to print 
Tyndall's version of events. 

Tyndall, became leader of the NF 
in 1972. The family of his wife 
Valerie lived in Hove and provided 
their daughter and Tyndall with a 
house next to theirs. Charles Parker, 
Tyndall's father-in-law, was given a 
senior position in the NF and later 
the BNP despite him being an active 
Freemason, an organisation the 
Nazis hated. As always, Tyndall was 
more interested in money than 
principle. 

Since the 1930s Brighton and the 
surrounding stretch of the South 
Coast had attracted a cross section 
of Britain's fascists and Nazis. Most 
of them were close not only 
politically but also socially. Among 
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Thank you for your letter dated the 26th January, 1970. 
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of 87,990.00 plus interest will be transferred to William 
Deaconw Bawah be “G6 ship Street, Brighton, Sussex, England, 


be aseured of our best gervices at all times. 


Letter to Alan Hancock: evidence of payment by the apartheid state 


them were the veteran Nazi Denis 
Pirie, who was arrested for taking 
part in Tyndall's paramilitary 
Spearhead organisation. Pirie and his 
wife Carol played host to the 
notorious Nazi Martin Webster, who 
became the NF's national organiser 
and is today active in the New Right. 
Budden, an old Mosleyite, and 
Oliver Gilbert, a Conservative 
Party member involved in the 
Worthing Debating Society, were 
regulars on the scene for many 
years. Gilbert had employed the 
young Webster in the 1960s as a 
debt collector for his Albion Electrical 


business in Bayswater. 

In the late 1940s Mosley wanted 
to invade Brighton for a rally but his 
Blackshirts were physically repulsed 
by a mass of ex-servicemen and 
women from the antifascist 43 
Group supported by many local 
antifascists and trade unionists. 
Much of the antifascist response was 
organised by Major David Spector, 
who fought in one of the bloodiest 
campaigns towards the end of the 
Second World War in Italy 
commanding Gurkhas in a 
confrontation with crack SS 
regiments. Major Spector remained 
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a thorn in the side of Nazis until his 
death, on one occasion organising 
hundreds of antifascists to stop a 
meeting featuring the writer and 
Third Reich apologist David Irving 
that Anthony Hancock had tried to 
organise. 

Major Spector also set up an 
intelligence gathering team of 
antifascists to obtain a duplicate key 
to a bungalow owned by the 
Hancocks in the Sussex countryside 
which was used for clandestine 
meetings and storing secret files. 
Over a period of three days and two 
nights a specialist photographic 
team entered the building and 
photographed every file on the RPS, 
including its secret membership lists. 

Several years later when 
Searchlight published a copy of one 
of the documents Anthony Hancock 
rushed to the police to claim 
Searchlight had stolen it. We 
explained that the magazine had 
received a copy of the document 
sent anonymously by post and the 
police lost interest in his allegations. 

The Hancock family's overseas 
links went beyond South Africa and 
Rhodesia. Anthony was connected 
with the Northern League, a 
postwar “cultural group” intent on 
keeping the flame of Hitler's national 
socialism alive, which included a 
group of former SS men and 
hardline Nazis linked to terrorist 
attacks in Europe. 
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Historical author and Third Reich apologist David Irving was a long-time associate of Anthony Hancock 


Jan Kruls (with flowers), Dutch Nazi collaborator and one of the founding members of the Northern League 


Two international closed rallies of 
the Northern League were held in 
Brighton which raised fears of 
something broader than the NF 
taking off. Jordan, Britain's Nazi 
“godfather”, who died in April 
2009, attended the first alongside 
leading lights such as Roy Bramwell, 
the wealthy slum landlord who 
spoke about power coming out of 
the barrel of the gun, and his young 
wife Anna. At that time the couple 


were members of the far-right 
Conservative Monday Club, she 
being the young members’ 
organiser. She was also a member of 
the Green Party but was expelled 
after Searchlight exposed her. Both 
were founding members of the small 
but influential Enoch Powell fan 
club, Powellite. 

Anna Bramwell's profile rose after 
she wrote a positive book about 
Hitler's Minister of Food and 
Agriculture Walther Darré, one of 
the leading Nazi “blood and soil" 
ideologists. She went on to work for 
the government's organisation for 
overseas aid and development. 

The second Northern League 
meeting in Brighton was broken up 
by a group of Jewish ex-servicemen 
who administered a severe beating 
to the former SS men and their 
young bodyguards as well as a 
number of leading British rightwing 
extremists. 

Shortly afterwards a Jewish 
woman journalist who had covered 
the event was attacked outside her 
Brighton home in the early hours of 
the morning while feeding her 
children's pet rabbit in its hutch in 
the front garden. She was so 
seriously injured that she was still 
unconscious three hours later when 
a local taxi driver narrowly avoided 


running over her body, which had 
been left on the unlit side of the 
road. It was common knowledge 
that Anthony Hancock had arranged 
the beating as his family had lost 
face by the failure of the Nazi 
international rally. 

As well as the print works in 
Uckfield the Hancocks owned a 
number of properties in and around 
Brighton, including the Heidelberg 
Hotel which often put up people 
from the international Nazi 
movement, some of whom were on 
the run from the authorities in their 
own countries. 

One young woman who stayed 
there was the lover of the convicted 
Italian terrorist Roberto Fiore, who 
came to Britain in the wake of the 
Bologna railway station bombing in 
August 1980, which killed 85 people 
and wounded more than 200, and 
other acts of violence in Italy. His 
crime was to organise the fascist 
terrorist Armed Revolutionary Nuclei 
(NAR). His political and business 
partner Massimo Marcello was also 
sentenced in absentia for a major 
theft of firearms for the group. Fiore 
remains a very close personal and 
political friend of the BNP leader, 
Nick Griffin, MEP. 

Another fascist fleeing justice in 
that period was Luciano Petrone, 
who had carried out a multi-million 
pound bank vault robbery in Spain. 
While on the run in Italy he had 
executed in cold blood two police 
officers who stopped him at a 
roadside check outside Rome. 

In London Petrone took up 
residence in Chelsea with a woman 
who employed a young nanny. Fiore 
got the nanny pregnant and when 
the police eventually deported 
Petrone to Italy, Fiore arranged with 
Anthony Hancock to install the 
young woman and Fiore's baby 
daughter at the Heidelberg Hotel. 

Nearly 20 years later Fiore, by 
then married to the daughter of a 
Spanish millionaire and with a very 
large family of their own, was still 
visiting the mother of his first child 
near Oxford, as Searchlight 
discovered in the course of a joint 
investigation with the Mail on 
Sunday. 

When Anthony Hancock 
complained about Searchlight's 
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allegation that he was linked to 
European terrorists, we reproduced a 
list from a secret meeting he had 
attended in France that included 
precisely those types of people. 

But Hancock's associations were 
not only political. He was prepared 
to offer his printing facilities to 
members of the criminal underworld 
to produce fake passports and other 
documents in exchange for large 
sums of money that supported his 
comfortable lifestyle and 
international extremist political 
work. 

The death of Doyle's wife who 
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Heidelberg Hotel 


had turned him in to the police has 
never been fully explained, nor the 
extraordinary means that Alan 
Hancock allegedly used to kill 
himself. Hancock senior was found 
dead at the Uckfield print works 
having connected himself to the 
three-phase electrical current that 
powered the presses. Speculation 
has focused on a falling out between 
father and son. 

The story of Anthony Hancock's 
association with Professor Hugh 
Purcell, a British academic at the 
University of Vienna, has yet to be 
investigated fully, likewise Hancock's 
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Holocaust denial pamphlet in English, German and French printed by Hancock and written by Richard Verrall, a National Front officer, under the alias Richard Harwood. Despite 
the Hancocks denying publishing it, after they failed to pay Verrall his royalties, in 1983 Verrall successfully sued them 
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involvement with the supply of fake 
American Express credit cards and 
travellers’ cheques. American 
Express has a base in West Sussex. 
Purcell published the Fortune 
newsletter, an international 
subscription journal containing 
financial advice. 

Many years ago in a joint 
investigation with our American 
colleague Leonard Zeskind, we 
arranged for an academic couple to 
work their way into the international 
nazi scene including cultivating a 
New York Nazi who hosted Patrick 
Harrington, the former NF leader 
who now runs the BNP’s mock trade 
union Solidarity and acts as Griffin's 
staff manager. Back in 1988 
Harrington was one of three British 
fascists who visited Libya under 
Colonel Gaddafi in an attempt to 
raise funds for their splinter group, 
the NF Political Soldiers, the other 
two being Griffin and the far-right 
ultra-Catholic Derek Holland. 

In Britain the couple made contact 
with Anthony Hancock, Griffin and 
Irving. 

The spider at the centre of the 
financial web appeared to be 
Professor Purcell, so they visited him 
in Vienna. Purcell in turn put them in 
touch with others in the more 
secretive and shadowy areas of the 
extreme right. 

The New York Nazi moved to 
London a few years ago and is very 
close to Fiore. He sometimes attends 
meetings of the secretive and 
influential Nazi New Right group 
and lona London Forum. 

For years it was common talk 
among trusted Nazis that if they 
were travelling to the international 
nationalist rally at Diksmuide in 
Belgium and wanted fake 
documents, including travellers’ 
cheques, Anthony was the man to 
see. The rally included a march with 


British Nazi participation to the 
grave of fallen SS soldiers of the 
Langemark Regiment. One year an 
award was presented by these 
veterans to Lucy Roberts, an ethnic 
German who served the German 
authorities in occupied Poland and 
afterwards married a British officer 
and lived in London. She was on the 
international watch list under two or 
three different names and was a 
leading officer in the elite Nazi 
League of St George. Searchlight 
revealed her trade union and Labour 
Party membership when she worked 
for the NHS. 

Hancock conned various of his 
Nazi comrades into opening bank 
accounts and doing business on his 
behalf. Since his death some have 
been chased for debts amounting to 
what Nazis put at hundreds of 
thousands of pounds. For many their 
greed and stupidity has come home 
to roost. 

His widow and son Robert 
pretended they wanted nothing to 
do with Hancock's Nazi activities 
and word was circulated before his 
funeral that no Nazis should attend. 
Yet his widow then put the long- 
time Nazi criminal Webster in charge 
of the arrangements. 

When Searchlight welcomed 
Hancock's death in a website article, 
Robert complained, saying that 
although his father had “many 
warped political beliefs ... he was 
still my father and for all of his faults 
| do love him". If he and his mother 
did not share Anthony's political 
beliefs, why did they sell hundreds 
of Nazi, racist and Holocaust denial 
books, and some illegal bomb 
manuals, at far below their true 
value to a consortium of British 
Nazis to put into circulation? 

Some questions about the extent 
of Anthony Hancock's criminal 
activities remain unanswered. His 
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only conviction was for a financial 
offence for which he received a non- 
custodial sentence. 

When his print works was used by 
a gang of professional criminals, 
some recently released from prison, 
to forge passports and other 
documents, Hancock appeared in 
court not in the dock but as a 
prosecution witness. 

One of the defendants claimed 
that it was Hancock who had 
initiated the crime and that when 
this defendant allegedly refused to 
join the gang, because he had 
recently served a long prison 
sentence and did not want to risk 
going back inside, his family was 
threatened and he was forced into 
it. It appears no action was taken 
against Hancock over this allegation. 

Many years ago Searchlight asked 
the Home Office to do something 
about Hancock's activities and, if he 
was under state protection for any 
reason, whether the appropriate 
authorities could intervene to reign 
him in. The Labour Minister of State 
said he did not have the power to 
tell such people what to do. We also 
raised the matter with the office of 
the Chief Constable of Sussex, also 
to no avail. 

No wonder that even some 
leading Nazis referred to him as 
Teflon Tony. 

Hancock was kicked out of his 
family's smart Sussex home, 
complete with swimming pool, by 
his long suffering wife and spent his 
final months avoiding debtors, but 
still making it to meetings in London 
of the lona London Forum and New 
Right group to run his Historical 
Review Press bookstall. Overweight 
from years of good living, and 
diabetic, when he suffered a stroke 
several of his far-right associates 
rushed to his bedside mindful of the 
chance to take over the world- 
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renowned Nazi business he had built 
up, should he not recover. Two 
weeks after the stroke he was dead 
and his debtors and those who 
aspire to create a new printing and 
publication empire on the far right 
are now squabbling among 
themselves. 

The extreme-right publishing and 
printing outfit most likely to gain 
from Hancock's demise is Arktos, 
now gaining an international profile 
for reprinting old Nazi and hate 
material as well as new books for a 
new generation of more 
sophisticated rightwing extremists. 

Arktos was the main distributor of 
tickets for the fourth annual 
conference of Identitarian Ideas in 
Stockholm, Sweden on 28 July 
2012, which featured Alex Kurtagic 
as a speaker. Kurtagic has been a 
regular participant in New Right 
group meetings and had a growing 
political and business relationship “a 
with Hancock. Searchlight a "é SPEECHES + ART EXHIBITIONS * MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT 
investigated Kurtagic in its April 
2012 issue. 

Hancock's death may give rise to a 
power struggle between the New 
Right group, run by Troy Southgate, 


and the lona London Forum, run by 
the former soldier Jeremy “Jez" WWW.IDENTITET.ORG .. , 


Bedford-Turner, for the control of WWW. FACEBOOK.COM/IDENTITARIDE 
the lucrative hate material publishing ; . : CMR 


and distribution business and stocks 
of a range of other far right material 
including DVDs, posters, badges and 
t- shirts. The consortium that bought 
up Hancock's stock of books and the 
Historical Review Press business 
name includes Bedford-Turner but 
not Southgate. 

The keynote speaker in Stockholm 
was Professor Alexander Dugin, a 
former rightwing extremist member 
of Russia's Duma (parliament), now 
a senior professor at Moscow 
University. He addressed the New 
Right group a few years ago and is 
expected to make a return visit soon. 

For more on the world of Nazi 
publishing read the article 
“Packaging hate — the New Right 
publishing networks”, which 
appeared in Searchlight 
February/March 2012 and is 
reproduced on 
www.searchlightmagazine.com. 
Searchlight analyses and reports on 


the New Right most months. Promotion for the Identitarian Ideas conference in Stockholm 
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By Sonia Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY has 
shifted emphasis away from fighting 
elections to demonstrating and 
campaigning on the streets. The move 
is not surprising, considering the 
dismal results it has received recently 
when it has stood in council by- 
elections, the latest being the 2.5% 
(27 votes) it received in Springfields 
and Trent Vale ward, Stoke-on-Trent, 
on 26 July 

Even that was a good deal more 
than the mere two votes (0.2%) 
achieved by the Democratic 
Nationalists (DN), a Bradford based 
would-be alternative to the BNP 
supported by Andrew Brons, fellow 
MEP and rival to the BNP leader Nick 
Griffin: a result that ought to strike a 
note of reality among those people 
who think the DN, or one of the other 
splinters that have broken off from the 
BNP over the past two years, might 
step into the BNP’s shoes as Britain's 
leading far-right party. Small parties 
can occasionally win elections in the 
right circumstances and with the right 
candidate, for example George 
Galloway's election as the Respect MP 
for Bradford West last March, but 
mostly it takes many years for a party 
to achieve wide public name 
recognition. The BNP has name 
recognition but no longer has the 
momentum that fascist parties need to 
succeed electorally; the National Front 
has not entirely lost name recognition 
despite today’s organisation being less 
even than a shadow of its former self 
in its 1970s heyday, but the DN, 
British Freedom, English Democrats 
etc have many years of hard work 
ahead if they are ever to present as a 
credible challenger to the BNP. 

Reacting immediately after the 
BNP's dire results in the May 2012 
elections, Griffin argued that 
“nationalist parties always do far 
better in elections when Labour is in 
power", a view repeated in his 
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introduction to the party's 2011 
accounts, signed off on 20 June 2012. 
If elections are not the way for now, 
the BNP needs other ways to rebuild 
the momentum it craves. 

Speaking at a meeting of the newly 
relaunched Bromley and Lewisham 
BNP branch on 30 July, Griffin 
explained what the report on the BNP 
website described as “a new approach 
that will show ordinary people that we 
are the only organisation that will fight 
against political correctness and stand 
up for the rights of the indigenous 
people of Britain who are currently 
being bullied by the powers that be”. 

The report did not explain what this 
“new approach" was but there is little 
that is actually new about it. After the 
BNP lost all its London councillors in 
the 2010 elections, Griffin turned 
away from fighting elections in what 
he described as “occupied territories” 
(occupied by what the BNP calls non- 
indigenous people) and advocated “a 
new strategy for these areas, based on 
civil rights agitation”. 

For the BNP this means 
demonstrations, sometimes with the 
support of the North West Infidels, an 


The EDU finest parade in Chelmsford. Photo: Nick Ullmann 


extreme offshoot of the English 
Defence League, street stalls and 
leaflet distribution. This type of 
campaigning needs issues and what 
better issue for a fascist party in a 
society in which most people reject 
overt racism and antisemitism than 
inciting Islamophobia by capitalising 
on recent convictions of men of 
Pakistani origin for grooming young 
girls for sex. 

On 9 June the BNP held a protest in 
Blackpool over the unsolved murder of 
Charlene Downes, a girl from 
Blackpool who disappeared in 2003 
aged 14, presumed murdered. Two 
men, kebab shop owner lyad 
Albattikhi and his business partner 
Mohammed Reveshi, were put on trial 
in 2007 but the jury failed to return a 
verdict. A retrial set for April 2008 was 
called off after senior police officers 
raised objections to the evidence and 
the men were released. On 15 
October 2009, after an 18-month 
investigation, the Independent Police 
Complaints Commission declared that 
covert tape recordings of Albattikhi 
had not been properly transcribed, 
that the officers on the case were 


“inexperienced and untrained” and 
that an informant had not been 
properly briefed. Police foul-up in 
other words, not for the first time. 

The tapes allegedly recorded the 
two men discussing how Charlene's 
body had been cut up and put into 
kebabs sold by Albattikhi’'s shop. So an 
emotive issue, yet the BNP reportedly 
managed to muster fewer than 50 
activists to bring this message to 
Charlene's home town. 

That was despite the support of the 
massed Islamophobic ranks of the 
Scottish Defence League, North West 
Infidels and North East Infidels, 
judging by the flags forming a 
backdrop to the stage at an indoor 
rally after the demonstration. Another 
flag on display was from an 
organisation calling itself ProFam, 
which contained the messages 
“Families against grooming gangs” 
and “Protect our children or we will", 
which reads potentially as a threat. 

The rally was the occasion for the 
launch of ProFam by Lynne Mozar, 
regular presenter for the BNP’s nightly 
TV broadcast, The World at 8. 
ProFam’'s exceptionally sparse website 
states that it is a “non-political group 
... that has grown from the 
dissatisfaction of numerous segments 
of society over our elected and 
appointed officials to effectively 
address and deal with the multitude of 
issues that threaten our family units 
and their safety”. 

Mozar appears not to have been 
properly briefed about ProFam's non- 
political nature as she gave the game 
away by saying Griffin had asked her 
to help with ProFam, so hardly a 
group that has sprung naturally from 
“dissatisfaction” in society, more 
another BNP front organisation like 
Solidarity, the BNP's pretend trade 
union. ProFam's only campaigns 
revolve around Charlene Downes and 
Margaret Walker, a 73-year-old 
woman in Fareham who received an 
Asbo in June after sending hundreds 
of vile racist leaflets to people. Even 
for the BNP, Walker would seem to be 
a cause more likely to repel than win 
support. As for Karen Downes, 
Charlene's mother, while we have 
every sympathy with her plea for 
justice for her daughter, allowing 
herself to be used by the BNP to 
advance its Islamophobic agenda is 
not the way to get it. 

The BNP is not the only far-right 


organisation trying to cash in on 
“Muslim grooming”. Britain First is a 
campaign group, but not a political 
party, headed by the former BNP 
officers Paul Golding (national 
chairman), Andy McBride (England 
chairman), Gary Raikes (Scotland 
chairman) and Kevin Edwards (Welsh 
chairman). Last month it published an 
eight-page online pamphlet entitled 
Muslim grooming: Britain's secret 
sham, which purported to show that 
the police, social services, etc were 
turning a blind eye to “countless cases 
of Muslim grooming”. One of the 
“forgotten victims” was Charlene 
Downes. 

The pamphlet bore a distinct 
similarity to the BNP’s 12-page 
pamphlet published in November 
2008, Racism cuts both ways, which 
listed supposed white victims of racist 
murders, several of whom either were 
not dead or had been killed for 
established reasons other than racism. 
It also included a page on “racist 
grooming", which accused all young 
Muslim men of the crime. 

The similarity is no coincidence. Jim 
Dowson, who raised large sums of 
money for the BNP, including for the 
cost of publishing and distributing 
RCBW, until late 2010 when he fell 
out with Griffin, is Britain First's 
administration manager. 

The fundraising appeal for the new 
pamphlet closely follows the BNP’s 
RCBW appeal, though its financial 
target is much lower. Britain First is 
appealing for £5,000 to print 
thousands of the new pamphlets and 
send them “to every single councillor, 


Lynne Mozar introduces the BNP's latest front organisation 


MP, MEP, MSP and assembly member 
in Britain, as well as to the home 
addresses of the editors of the major 
media outlets ... [and] to hundreds of 
Muslim community leaders 
nationwide demanding they address 
the problem". Presumably Dowson 
and Golding do not want to put off 
potential donors with an unrealistically 
high demand, but they will hardly 
scrape the surface of their distribution 
target with a mere £5,000. Have they 
not noticed the cost of postage these 
days? 

Meanwhile, the Islamophobic street 
campaigners of the English Defence 
League, who achieved name 
recognition in a matter of months by 
bashing their way into the headlines 
with their violence, continue to pitch 
up in town centres around the 
country, invariably to be met by local 
people with the message that they are 
not wanted. 

On 18 August around 80 EDL 
supporters marched in Chelmsford in 
protest against plans for a new 
mosque, which the EDL inevitably 
dubs a “mega-mosque”. They were 
opposed by 250 antifascists under 
the banner of United Chelmsford, a 
broad-based coalition of trade 
unions, political parties, faith groups 
and others. On a previous visit in July 
the EDL had threatened to burn the 
mosque. An antifascist rally 
afterwards was addressed by 15 
speakers and heard messages of 
support from the president of 
SERTUC Martin Gould, Simon Burns 
MP, the Bishop of Chelmsford and 
Gerry Gable, editor of Searchlight. 
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Griffin lashes out at lea 


confirm financial upturn 


By Sonia Gable 


AFTER SEVERAL YEARS of fines for 
late production of its annual accounts, 
the British National Party managed to 
get its 2011 financial statements to the 
Electoral Commission by the deadline 
of 7 July, as promised; and with a clean 
audit report. There were few surprises 
as the party had published a draft 
profit and loss account in an internal 
bulletin earlier this year (see 
Searchlight, May 2012). Although 
several figures had changed following 
audit, the reported profit, the party's 
first since 2004, had increased by 
nearly £25,000. The chairman's 
introduction, however, made 
interesting reading, of which more 
below. 

Griffin praised Clive Jefferson, the 
BNP's national treasurer, for the 
£600,000 turnaround, from a loss of 
over £400,000 in 2010, describing it as 
“an amazing achievement ... Clive 
Jefferson and the rest of his treasury 
team deserve the utmost praise and 
gratitude for this accomplishment." 

Jefferson is not an accountant, an 
attribute that Griffin sees as an 
advantage in a BNP treasurer. In a 
filmed discussion between Griffin and 
Jefferson in June, Griffin accepted 
some blame for the party's past 
financial mismanagement because he 
had appointed the wrong people, 
namely “book-keepers”, as treasurers 
in the past. Jefferson took up the 
poisoned chalice on 28 October 2010, 
after the party had gone through four 
treasurers — not all of them book- 
keepers — in under two years. 

In reality Jefferson's “treasury team" 
of Geoff Dickens and James Mole do 
the work and Jefferson himself 
struggles to understand the figures. 
Otherwise why did he insist in the June 
discussion with Griffin that it was not 
the “profit” that was £214,000 but 
the “operating profit”? The BNP's 
published accounts have never 
distinguished between operating profit 
— or more accurately for the past few 
years, operating loss — and profit (or 
loss). The only accounts that showed 
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separate figures were in the internal 
bulletin, which gave an operating 
profit of £234,398 and a “result for 
the year" of £189,925. The difference 
was £44,574 of “legal costs from 
2010", a figure that should have been 
in the 2010 accounts, perhaps omitted 
because it would have made that 
year's dire figures even worse. If the 
“operating profit” were £214,000, 
logically the “profit” would be that 
figure minus the legal costs, namely 
£169,000. 

Turn to the audited accounts for 
2011 and the only profit figure is 
£214,473. Gone is the separate 
operating profit, likewise the £44,574 
of 2010 legal costs, although the 
analysis of “other expenditure" 
includes £36,039 described as “under 
provisions in 2010 accounts" — legal 
costs by another name, on top of - 
another £49,749 described as legal 
fees. Legal fees disclosed in the 2010 
accounts were £85,562, meaning the 
BNP incurred at least £171,350 on 
mostly ill-advised legal actions in the 
two years, including the grossly 
mismanaged defence against the 
Equality and Human Rights 
Commission challenge to the party's 
racist constitution. 


Convenient accounting 

Even that figure might not represent 
the full story. A note to the accounts 
states that in the case of “Griffin & Anr 
[Another] v Smith & Ors [Others] a 
‘default cost certificate’ has been 
issued on which there is a payment 
outstanding". The BNP has appealed 
and hopes to reduce the (unspecified) 
figure but cannot quantify what it will 
actually have to pay so has not 
included any provision for it in these 
accounts. The accounting treatment is 
correct, but also convenient. 

Smith is Kenny Smith, the party's 
former administration officer. He and 
others led the so-called Decembrists' 
rebellion of December 2007 in which 
they challenged some of Griffin's 
closest lieutenants, including the 


party's treasurer and deputy treasurer. 
Although Griffin quickly saw off the 
dissidents, the resultant civil legal 
actions dragged on for years. A 
criminal case proceeded more quickly: 
Matt Single, another of the rebels, was 
fined a mere £200 in autumn 2009 for 
leaking the BNP membership list 
online. The offence with which he was 
charged is not imprisonable and 
District Judge John Stobart's words 

on sentencing Single are worth 
repeating: “It came as a surprise to 
me, as it will to many members of the 
party, that to do something as foolish 
and as criminally dangerous as you did 
will only incur a financial penalty. It 
comes as no surprise to me that 
somebody to do with an organisation 
that prides itself on Britishness is in 
fact living off the British people on 

Job Seeker's Allowance and that is 
why the fine is so low as to be 
ridiculous." 

The 2011 profit is the result of the 
ruthlessness with which Jefferson cut 
the BNP's staffing and administration 
costs, and was achieved despite a fall 
in donations from £818,433 to 
£299,276 following the departure of 
Jim Dowson, the party's chief 
fundraiser. At that time the BNP was in 
a desperate financial position and it 
was probably only its status as an 
unincorporated association — with 
resultant uncertainties over who was 
legally liable for its debts — that saved it 
from being made bankrupt by the 
numerous businesses to which it owed 
money, let alone HM Revenue and 
Customs (HMRC) for employees’ PAYE 
tax and national insurance 
contributions, and VAT. Even so, it was 
recover or die for the BNP. 

The profit still left the BNP insolvent 
at the end of 2011, and the party still 
owed over £400,000 for goods and 
services and to HMRC (£73,141 of tax 
and VAT). A note to the accounts 
explained that the party was 
nevertheless a “going concern” 
because it was managing its affairs 
better, “maintained the backing of its 


challengers as 


members and has the prospect of 
significant legacies in the foreseeable 
future". The legacies are real and large 
(see Searchlight June and July 2012), 
including £100,000 received on 14 
June 2012, and may well make the 
party solvent, which would put the 
BNP into a better position financially 
than the three main parties. 

Naturally Griffin's introduction to the 
accounts makes much of the 
turnaround in the party's fortunes and 
even tries to embellish it by claiming 
that several liabilities were in the 
accounts “by way of accountancy 
convention for highly unlikely ‘worse 
[sic] case scenarios’", though not the 
outstanding payment in the Kenny 
Smith case. 


Condemned by his successor: deceased former BNP 
regional treasurer David Hannam 


The financial success had come despite 
various “threats” and “blows", one of 
which was “the way in which the once 
little-used provision in the party 
constitution for an automatic 
leadership challenge in any given year 
was now being exploited by a coalition 
of egotistical troublemakers, paid 
opposition assets, failed and 
disaffected staff and ex-officials to 
launch extremely negative and 
demoralising leadership challenges 
every single year". 

Griffin does not say which part of 
this was directed at Andrew Brons, his 
colleague in the European Parliament 
who narrowly lost a leadership election 
last year and remains in the BNP, 
despite entreaties by his supporters — 
many of them former disillusioned or 
expelled BNP members — to form a 
new party. Brons argues with some 
justification that there is little prospect 


of a breakaway succeeding while the 
parent party survives. The 
improvement in the BNP's finances will 
have strengthened Brons's resolution 
to remain on the fence, a thorn in 
Griffin's side but not the figurehead 
leader of a new party. 

Griffin goes on to give a highly 
biased account of last year's leadership 
election, though his accusation that 
Brons broke the promise that both 
made to get behind the winner is 
accurate. Whether Griffin would have 
kept that promise had Brons won is 
debatable. The real “progress”, 
however, says Griffin, is the party's 
vote to “put an end to the possibility 
for an annual effort to smear the 
previously elected leader out of 
office”. The leader is now elected for 
four years. So much for internal 
democracy, though Griffin takes a 
different view when it comes to the 
party's regional officers, who will now 
be elected rather than appointed by 
him. 

Passing quickly over Griffin's 
explanation for the party's failure to 
secure any council seats in its previous 
stronghold of Stoke-on-Trent — “a 
blatantly biased redrawing of ward 
boundaries” — and his admission that 
matters such as “sinking community 
roots” and even recruitment were 
neglected, the final interesting 
disclosure is that the party had 7,681 
paid-up members at the end of 
December 2011. Although this is 
considerably down from the 10,256 
a year earlier and the peak of 12,632 
on 31 December 2009, it is a much 
higher figure than Brons, for one, has 
claimed. 


Disappearing branches 

Of these 7,681, 1,078 are gold 
members (they pay double the 
standard membership fee) and 878 are 
life members, down from 905 in 2010, 
so at least 27 must have had a very 
short life. It is clear that despite the 
departure of many high profile activists 
and former party officers, many of the 
ordinary members, who perhaps know 
little of their party's internal troubles, 
have remained loyal and no doubt new 
ones have joined. The exodus of 
activists however meant that the party 
had only 14 active branches in 2011 


accounts 


(its largest unit of local organisation), 
compared to 22 in 2010, according to 
the regional accounts, which report the 
financial results of the party’s units. 
Epping Forest, Redbridge & Waltham 
Forest, Havering, Kirklees North, 
Stoke-on-Trent, Crawley, Liverpool, 
Oldham, Halifax and Southend no 
longer have BNP branches, though 
there are new ones on the Lincolnshire 
coast and in Northamptonshire. 

The number of BNP “groups”, 
smaller than branches, is down from 
122 in 2010 to 94 in 2011. Many of 
the places that no longer have 
branches once had several BNP local 
councillors. 

The regional treasurer responsible for 
these accounts is Mole, who in his 
report admits that “not all regions 
were functioning properly throughout 
the year”, another consequence of the 
loss of party activists. He goes on to 
reveal with pride that the party's 
central office had not borrowed “a 
single penny” from the regional 
account, unlike in previous years when 
one of the ways in which the party 
sustained its administrative costs was 
by raiding its branches’ bank balances, 
to the anger of local activists. It wasn’t 
Mole's fault, though: “the transfers 
perpetrated by my predecessor in 2010 
is something that will never again be 
allowed to occur". You can almost 
hear him stamping his foot. His 
predecessor was David Hannam, 
widely derided as grossly incompetent, 
particularly by the Decembrist rebels. 
He can no longer answer back: he 
died, aged 30, on 2 October 2011. 

In contrast to the central accounts, 
the regional accounts show a loss (of 
£32,031) compared to a profit of £75,015 
in 2010. Donations were less than a 
quarter of the 2010 figure, but the regions 
only managed to rein back their costs 
by half. The biggest cut was in campaign 
expenditure, which is not surprising. 

The most notable aspect of the 2010 
regional accounts was that the balance 
sheet did not balance. Mole has used 
sleight of hand to correct this: 
changing the figure for reserves 
brought forward from 2009 without 
explanation. A difference of £14,529 
has simply vanished into thin air, 
someone's pocket or the central party's 
coffers. 
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By Sonia Gable 


THE OLYMPIC GAMES left most people feeling good 
about Britain and in particular its diversity. The media 
were full of predictions of doom and gloom in the 
run-up to the Games: the failure by G4S to deliver on 
its security contract, potential huge queues at 
Heathrow airport, gridlock on the roads and a 
breakdown of public transport. In the event, the Army 
filled the gaps left by G4S and ran the security 
screening of visitors to the Olympic Park efficiently 
without being intimidating. Complaints about 
Heathrow were not evident, the roads were not too 
awful and even the trains to Stratford ran most of the 
time. LOCOG, the organisers, had pulled it off. 

And Britain won 29 gold medals. One in particular 
produced positive feelings about modern Britain and 
the contribution of immigration: Mo Farah's victory in 
the 10,000 metres. Not so much the victory itself, but 
his reply, when asked whether he would rather have 
won his gold for Somalia: “Look mate, this is my 
country". Farah is a Somalian refugee. Somalians 
suffer some of the worst discrimination in Britain: they 
have the lowest employment rate among foreign- 
born groups and are widely accused of being criminals 
and benefit scroungers. It would be nice to think that 
people might change their view of this community for 
longer than the Olympic Games period. 

People certainly had fun. | walked through the 


The River Lea was an attractive feature of the Olympic Park 
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Olympic Park in Stratford many times and saw happy 
people from all over Britain and the world enjoying 
themselves, although there were some long queues 
for food and drinks and some overly high prices. 
People were friendly; people spoke to strangers 
especially to those wearing the distinctive red and 
purple Gamesmaker uniforms even when we were 
only travelling to or from our volunteer duties. 

It was no surprise that the British National Party 
didn't like the Games. Writing on 27 July before the 
opening ceremony, Simon Darby, the BNP’s official 
spokesperson, moaned: “The Olympics will officially 
start tonight, but | might as well be staying on a 
neighbouring planet. | don’t care how much money 
they spend dressing the thing up like a dog's dinner, 
London is the capital of a failing multicultural state. 
I'll not be made to pay homage to the basket case the 
liberals have created with our country by granting 
them my patronage in any form whatsoever. The mix 
up with the Korean flag might have just as well been 
the Union Jack, London isn't a place | can recognise 
any more even if | was of a mind to do so.” 

Over the following days the 47-year-old 
misanthrope reported his pleasure at being able to 
avoid the Olympics completely by going “birding and 
fishing" and photographing his tomato plants. 
Britain's medal haul must have made him feel sick: 
thankfully he kept his further thoughts to himself. 

On the BNP website the Olympics produced a crop 
of bad news stories. A Muslim youth had disrupted 
the torch procession in Maidstone, Kent. An African 
competitor claimed political asylum. The extra foreign 
tourists would increase the risk of a flu pandemic. 
“Christian athletes" might be served halal meat at the 
Olympic village. And the BNP’s Alwyn Deacon was 
refused accreditation to enter the Olympic Park to 
play in a Territorial Army regimental band, which 
“would have been one of the many highlights of my 
career". Did Darby notice this deviation from the 
BNP's usual anti-Olympics line? 

Others went overboard the other way. Gushed The 
Sun in an editorial on 6 August: “We've become a 
human kaleidoscope of a country where those of 
every race, faith and background are a part of a huge 
and mostly happy family united by being proudly 


Media Centre Gamesmakers and staff at their wrap party the day before the Games 
ended. TV presenter Clare Balding was a surprise guest 


British. ... Like those representing Team GB on the 
track in the Olympic Stadium on Super Saturday, the 
80,000 in the stands presented the genuine, 
multicultural face of these lands: Decent, sporting, 
tolerant, fair-minded and free of bigotry or racism." 

It was not the usual fare from the red-top press that 
is so ready to present Somalians, for example, or 
Gypsies and Roma, as criminals and benefit 
scroungers the rest of the time. A few days later the 
tabloids returned to form with allegations, based on 
no evidence whatsoever other than the fact that she 
was Chinese, that Yi Shiwen, who won gold and 
broke the 400 metre individual medley world record 
with an amazing swim, must have been doping. 

The Sun is of course wrong. Britain is not yet free of 
racism. Even in sport. Just one example: as the Games 
were drawing to a close, a black footballer was 
awarded £68,000 after an employment tribunal in 
Ashford, Kent, ruled that his dismissal by Gillingham 
FC was unfair racial victimisation. Mark McCammon 
said that he and two other black players were ordered 
to come into the ground for training amid 
“treacherous” snowy driving conditions and were told 
their wages would be docked if they stayed at home, 
whereas some white players were told they were not 
required. 

The Barbados international forward also accused the 
club of trying to “frustrate him out" by refusing to 
pay private medical bills to help him regain his fitness 
following injury, even though he still had eight 
months to run on his contract. Club chairman Paul 
Scally said they might appeal against the verdict. 

Outside the performance of the athletes, the 
Olympics were not all good news. They cost a huge 
amount of money. A Sky Sports investigation found 
that although the official figure for the cost is £9.3 
billion, additional public costs associated with hosting 


the Games brought the figure closer to £24 billion. 
This at a time when public services are suffering 
drastic cuts. 

Several East London tenants were evicted by 
unscrupulous landlords hoping to charge several times 
the usual rent to people visiting the Games. Others 
had to put up with surface-to-air missiles on the roof 
of their tower block. Corporate sponsors exercised a 
tight grip over what people could or could not display 
and what services they could use. 

The fact is that the Olympics provided a 16-day 
respite from economic reality like, in the words of lan 
Birrell writing for the London Evening Standard, “an 
expensive holiday bought on a maxed-out credit 
card". They were fun and Team GB did very well, as 
did others. And it was London's diversity that helped 
win the Games back in 2005. Team GB, London and 
the rest of the UK benefit from immigration. But the 
cuts to public services are still happening, 
unemployment remains high especially among young 
people, house prices are beyond most of those who 
do not own their own home already, going to 
university leaves students with 20 years of debt and 
the far right are polluting our towns with their hate. 
We felt good, but the struggle goes on. 


The Olympics were also a cultural celebration. As well as the Morris Dancers, bands 
came to play from around the world. Photos: Sonia Gable 
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Analysing Extremism 


Does the far right have any class? 


By Dr Paul Jackson 


Prevent and the far right 

Britain remains a class-obsessed country. We saw this, 
for example, in late 2011, when Emma West became a 
YouTube sensation after she seemed to abuse people 
around her on a London tram. The incident, uploaded to 
the internet, generated a lot of media commentary, 
including, curiously, from the British National Party. One 
feature that was particularly striking about the reporting 
of the incident by the BNP was its use of a language of 
class to explain West's outburst. As its essentially 
sympathetic portrayal of her plight put it: 

“.., not only is mass immigration putting working class 
Whites out of jobs, smashing up working class White 
communities — mass immigration is also pushing such 
people mentally over the edge. 

“| know what a lot of White middle class people are 
thinking about that tram woman. ‘What a gobby 
Chav!!"" 

Over the years, many analysts and commentators have 
tried to develop connections between class categories 
and support for the far right. Also, as we can see in this 
case, in Britain at least, a strong rhetoric around 
defending “working class” interests, set against a 
nefarious “middle class", is often found in the language 
employed by groups such as the BNP — and is regularly 
evoked by the English Defence League too. 

In sum, both far-right organisations have found it 
beneficial to present themselves as plucky, grassroots 
organisations standing up for those who regard 
themselves as both working class and marginalised. They 
also both try to explain a breakdown in the mainstream 
of society via regular reference to being dealt with 
unfairly by the out-of-touch middle classes, especially 
“liberal elites". But what is the underlying relationship 
between far-right support and class? And what does it 
suggest political and civil society try to do about this 
class rhetoric that seems to resonate? 


Academic approaches to fascism and class 

In terms of academic analysis, it is notable that figures 
coming from a Marxist background have always tended 
to view far-right extremism as a product, first and 
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foremost, of the middle classes. So the argument goes, 
emerging from the middle classes, nationalist extremism 
then becomes attractive to more naive members of the 
working classes too. We still find this somewhat clunky 
sort of class analysis, for example, in the Socialist 
Worker's reporting of contemporary far-right activity. 

Yet more recently, much of the historical analysis of 
the class dynamics of Nazism and Italian Fascism, 
alongside myriad other fascist movements, has 
questioned this clichéd “rule”. One that essentially 
serves to demonise the middle class and “blame” them 
for creating the far right as a way to stymie the 
revolutionary potential working classes. More nuanced 
historical perspectives, rejecting this old Marxist 
approach, have highlighted that various forms of far- 
right activity can appeal to different classes in different 
ways, and far-right movements seem to emerge much 
more spontaneously from various classes facing difficult 
circumstances. 

From as early as the 1970s, figures such as Juan Linz 
began pointing out that fascism appealed to no single 
class, and in order to pick up sufficient support fascists 
realised they had to be sufficiently flexible to adapt their 
movements to multiple classes at the same time. George 
Mosse, meanwhile, notoriously called fascism a 
“scavenger ideology”, one that picked up evocative 
elements opportunistically from the left and right that 
lent themselves to nationalist extremism, which then 
allowed the ideology to chime in particular contexts. 
Building on these foundations, many newer historians of 
fascism and the wider far right have sought to 
understand how such movements have tried to appeal 
to different classes in distinctive ways, as they present 
potentially fertile support bases in particular contexts. 

Many analysts of postwar British fascism and far right 
politics, such as Nigel Copsey, have also pointed to the 
issue of class as a notable factor in the way that British 
extreme nationalist ideologies have been constructed in 
recent times. Such academic commentators also stress 
that adopting a language of class has been an important 
way in which the far right has attracted support. 

As we will see below, the data for the UK suggest that 


The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
(www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic research and 
consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with 


Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? and Far-Right.com 
(both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine 
for the opportunity to provide monthly independent comment in these pages. 


English Defence League supporters: not just chavs. Photo: Daphne Liddle 


the far-right support base in Britain is largely made up of 
a synthesis between the upper echelons of the working 
classes, combined with the lower echelons of the middle 
classes. Moreover, there have always been a few who do 
not fit the general pattern, with the occasional 
charismatic aristocrat, such as Mosley, thrown in for 
good measure. 


Class prejudices within the far right 
It is also worth stressing that the defence of a “white 
working class" identity in the BNP's literature also looks 
“downwards” as well as “upwards” on the class ladder, 
to construct its demon figures. Just as lazy, middle class 
stereotypes may dismiss the whole of the working 
classes as crass “chavs" (as examined recently by Owen 
Jones), so do elements of the British far right's rhetoric. 
For example, on its webpages setting out its welfare 
policy, we find an example of the BNP's clichéd 
demonisation of the very poorest in society as mere 


“benefit scroungers”, a typical feature of the “chav” 
stereotype: 

“Well-meaning welfare programmes have been 
exploited, distorted and twisted to become nothing 
more than a free handout to scroungers, foreign and 
local. This has in turn created a welfare dependency 
culture which has led to in excess of six million people 
living in homes where no one has a job and where 
benefits are a way of life ... the scrounger entitlement 
mentality must be discarded. Those who can work but 
refuse to do so, must face the consequences of their 
actions on their own." 

This also typifies how the BNP's typically British far- 
right politics has been set within a language of working 
class pride. To attract wider support, its public 
statements have regularly promoted values such as a 
strong work ethic, self-sustainability and family 
responsibility as core “British” values. This leads to an 
easy juxtaposing of such ideals with the populist demon 
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figure of the “benefit scrounger”, who is often cast as 
an “immigrant”, but as we can see can also be “British” 
for the BNP. 

So, developing a subtle understanding of the ways in 
which the contemporary far right refracts an extremist 
politics through the lens of the classes that are presented 
as both “above” and “below” its core support base is 
telling of how the movement tries to send out 
comforting messages to a targeted audience. Indeed, it 
is worth noting that Nick Griffin asserted in 1999 that his 
leadership would attract the “focus ... of the neglected 
and oppressed white working class”. 


The “canary in the coalmine"? 

Analysis of BNP voter support based on standard class 
categories since 1999 regularly points out that those 
who fall into the C1 and C2 categories are the voters 
who are particularly attracted to the political agenda of 
the BNP. In other words, in terms of employment — a 
typical rough and ready measure of class — the BNP 
voters during its growth spurt in the mid 2000s 
coalesced around the skilled manual working classes and 
the lower echelons of junior administrative and 
managerial occupations — many of whom would self- 
identify as working class. This is also arguably the sector 
that is often described by other politicians rather fuzzily 
as the “squeezed middle” — those neither on the lowest 
rungs of society nor those comfortably off. 

In a similar vein, though not focused on such class 
categories regularly employed by social researchers, 
recent analysis of EDL supporters by Demos also 
suggests that people attracted to this far-right group are 
not merely members of a mythic underclass of society. 
This too helps complicate the comforting cliché that the 
EDL can be dismissed as merely “chavs”. 

In the revealing analysis developed in Demos's Inside 
the EDL (also freely available online) Jamie Bartlett and 
Mark Littler stress that EDL supporters are more complex 
than many of the media clichés would suggest. With 
around 30 per cent educated to college or university 
level, and 15 per cent holding a professional 
qualification, we again see some striking similarities 
between the BNP and EDL support base. Demos's 
important report also recognises that around a third of 
EDL supporters would happily vote for the BNP, again 
highlighting the supporter overlap between the two 
groups. Moreover, EDL supporters, especially older 
supporters, are more likely to be unemployed; while 


22 | Searchlight | September 2012 


attraction to the movement seems to stem from a 
distrust in mainstream institutions, which supporters feel 
have let them down. 

In addition to these points, the report also sets out the 
argument that many EDL followers view themselves 
ultimately as democrats, and argues that those attracted 
to the EDL can and need to be actively engaged with by 
civil society, in order to draw them away from such 
extremism. In other words, tackling far-right support is 
much more complex than merely protesting on the 
streets, and requires good arguments too. Often such 
casual EDL supporters have little trust in the mainstream 
institutions of society, which helps to explain their turn 
to an extremist group as an alternative that seems to 
express their concerns. 

Similarly, research into areas that have turned to the 
BNP in the past shows that such wider support beyond 
the committed hardcore has developed as a result of a 
breakdown of trust between a local population and 
mainstream politics. As the work of Stuart Wilks-Heeg 
among others stresses, we should see the growth of the 
BNP as a suffocating “canary in the coalmine” — the title 
of an important article Wilks-Heeg published on the 
growth of the BNP and its underlying significance for 
democratic politics. 

Such analysis stresses that the rising popularity of the 
far right is not merely a problem in itself, but also points 
to a longer-term shift in our political system as 
mainstream local politics looses credibility in certain 
areas. Indeed, we should also remember that the failure 
of the BNP in more recent times has largely been due 
to self-inflicted wounds, from leadership strife to 
ineffective councillors. So although the BNP may have 
declined, many underlying issues that allowed it to grow 
have not. 


Civil society responses 

The more speculative conclusions to such commentary 
point to the need for further analysis of underlying shifts 
in the social dynamics of the past generation or so. 
Clearly, people who have been attracted to far-right 
perspectives are, in particular, members of the upper 
working classes and lower middle classes. They have 
often turned to the far right to answer some deep- 
seated concerns, not necessarily simply as a protest vote. 
A sustained political response thus needs to offer such 
sectors a more coherent alternative than easy far-right 
platitudes, and make sure these can be deployed in ways 
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that genuinely reconnect with people living in such 
disenchanted localities. 

We should also recognise that, underpinning the far 
right's growth has been the fact that many social 
support structures within civil society for such groups — 
from churches to trade unions — have become ever more 
emasculated in recent times too. Lacking a place to go 
for answers to unsettling changes in society, from 
immigration to economic downturn, the organisations of 
the far right can seem like a welcome alternative where 
other civil society support structures have weakened in 
recent times. Thus, both political and civil society need 
to value the important social roles played by such 
institutions and not simply demonise them, as has 
become common with, for example, unions and the 
grassroots labour movement in some mainstream 
political debates. 


Moving forwards 

So analysis of the classes that tend to support the far 
right not only suggests a subtle but notable breakdown 
in civil society. It also taps into an issue that many 
politician already seem to be hovering around: that a 
range of support structures for those “in the middle" are 


White Power music: scenes of 


failing. Of course, this more theoretical interpretation 
really needs to be grounded in new empirical research, 
which is always difficult to carry out on far right supporters. 

Nevertheless, it also points to some fundamental 
political questioning. It calls for more nuanced responses 
to the rise of the far right than simply blaming a 
particular (working or middle) class, or single political 
party, for the growth of a far right support base. More 
importantly still, it calls for us not to fall into our own 
lazy class stereotypes when thinking about far right 
supporters. One cannot overcome prejudices in society 
with a retreat into stereotypes. 

In particular, we should resist dismissing those more 
casually attracted to such groups as “chavs” or other 
stereotypical terms used to demonise perceived class 
groups in society. This will only ever entrench 
resentments that the far right thrives on. Often, those 
more casually attracted to the far right are people who 
need to be more fully engaged with by a vibrant civil 
and political society. Such an engagement will help many 
disenchanted and disconnected voters be persuaded of 
the fact that far right “alternatives” actually offer no 
political answers to the unsettling conditions 
experienced by many in modern Britain. 


extreme-right cultural resistance 
The second volume in the Mapping the Far-Right book series 


Written by established and emerging researchers on the far right, this 
volume presents new analysis of the shifting phenomenon of White 
Power music. It offers a timely overview of how White Power music 
helps preserve ultranationalist and racist narratives, recruit young 


people to the extreme-right political cause, and eventually 


WHITE POWER MUSIC 
SCENES OF EXTREME-RIGHT 
CULTURAL RESISTANCE 


encourages violence against the alleged ‘enemies’ and ‘traitors’ of 


the ‘White Race’. 


To map this diverse culture, the volume focuses on national case 
studies ranging from the West to the East, as well as discussing 
particular topics such as the role of women in White Power music, 


censorship and the legacy of the late lan Stuart Donaldson, founder 
of the Blood and Honour promotion network and a major figure in 
the extreme-right music scene. 

You can order online at www.searchlightmagazine.com 
Or by post, including cheque payable to Searchlight, 
from: Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 OHE 


Available from Searchlight at 


£8.50 UK  £10.50Europe £12.00 Rest of the world 


Editors: Anton Shekhovtsov and Paul Jackson 


Book series: Mapping the Far-Right 
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A meagre dish served lukewarm 


Hope Not Hate and Searchlight magazine parted company in September last year after political and personal differences 
proved irresolvable. In December HNH's chief executive officer Nick Lowles published his “Beyond the BNP” essay, with 
the intention that it would form the basis of HNH's work in 2012. Since then HNH has moved into new territory with 

limited success, as Sonia Gable explains below. 


Meanwhile HNH's antifascist “intelligence work" consists mainly of reading fascists’ Facebook pages and posting 
gossipy stories, sometimes embellished by crude pornography and sexism: one such story was posted and rapidly 
removed from HNH's website at the beginning of August. Although HNH activists attend English Defence League 
demonstrations and take lots of photos, which they plaster with their copyright, they notably do not support any anti- 
EDL protests, mostly not even mentioning them. 
We also take issue with HNH over their attempt, albeit ham-fisted, to jeopardise a Searchlight intelligence operation 
against the far right late last year, and their lack of security, which led to confidential documents falling into the hands 
of Notes From the Borderland magazine, who are no friends of ours or of HNH. 


MUCH PROMISED, little delivered is the 
only realistic verdict on Hope Not Hate's 
Britain Tastes Great (BTG) initiative. We 
say that with regret as HNH used to do 
so much better, notably in the 2010 
election campaign when HNH brought 
out hundreds of people to deliver leaflets 
in Barking and Dagenham, which, 
together with campaigns by Unite 
Against Fascism and the Labour Party, 
resulted in the British National Party 
losing all its councillors in the borough. 

BTG made its first appearance in issue 
2 of HNH's magazine, Hope Not Hate 
published in May. After pointing out that 
foods thought of as “quintessentially 
English such as fish and chips” were 
foreign imports — an example so good he 
repeated it in HNH issue 3 — Nick Lowles, 
HNH's CEO, wrote: “Trying to tap into 
this is the main focus of our summer 
festival, the planning of which has come 
on in leaps and bounds. Our dedicated 
website is almost finished, though our 
launch has been put back to mid-June so 
as not to get lost in the run up to the 
Queen's Diamond Jubilee”. 

Likewise, explained Lowles, “We have 
also changed our name from the Great 
British Street Party to Britain Tastes 
Great, both again to avoid the street 
party focus of the Queen's Jubilee but 
also to refocus our initiative around 
food". 

The article went on to promise a 
“party to celebrate the modern Britain”, 
a BTG cookbook and BTG events in the 
third week of July. Money raised by a 
raffle for a prize of a fortnight in a 
Caribbean villa would, according to the 
HNH website, go towards BTG, although 
the back page of issue 2 of HNH still 
stated confusingly that all proceeds 
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would go to the Great British Street 
Party. 

Come mid-June: nothing, except for 
an announcement by Lowles that HNH 
would be “supporting the 2012 
Ramadan Festival ... as part of our 
Britain Tastes Great initiative". This fits in 
with HNH's current focus on 
Islamophobia and building links with 
certain Muslim organisations, and | 
would only observe that HNH's 
recognition of Ramadan seems to be a 
recent phenomenon. The Great British 
Street Party, formerly the Great British 
Party weekend, was originally supposed 
to take place on the weekend of 21-22 
July. Ramadan began on 20 July, which 
meant that Muslims could not have 
taken part unless the events were held 
after 9pm, an unlikely time for street 
parties especially ones that were 
supposed to include children. 

We had to wait until 17 July for the 
launch of BTG in an eight-page HNH 
supplement in the Daily Mirror, which 
was boring and not worth the £10,000 
that HNH appealed for towards its cost: 
the Mirror's support of HNH does not 
run to providing free space in the 
newspaper. 

BTG also featured at length in issue 3 
of HNH, on sale at the Tolpuddle Martyrs 
Festival on 14-15 July, which implored 
readers to visit the dedicated BTG 
website. This is the website that was 
“almost finished" in mid-May, yet all 
that visitors on 14, 15 or 16 July found 
was an impenetrable login screen. 

By 17 July it was up and running, but 
was more an embarrassment than 
anything else. Scrolling down to the 
bottom of the home page one found the 
announcement, still there: “Throughout 
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the months of June and July, our 
Roadshow will be touring the country, 
bringing with it a range of diverse dishes 
and searching for the ultimate collection 
of recipes”. 

Did it? The website only went live on 
17 July, so any events during June would 
have passed unbeknown to anyone. 
Below the announcement is a search box 
for events: you put in your postcode and 
events nearby are revealed. | tried it for 
postcodes ranging from Edinburgh to 
London. For a day or two | received 
details of one single event in Cardiff, 
then briefly one in east London, since 
then nothing at all for the whole country. 

The site contains precisely seven 
recipes, some of which also featured in 
the Mirror supplement, and, as at today, 
five boxes for further recipes marked 
“coming soon". There are also a few 


food-related news items linked to British 
Olympic gold medal winners, mostly 
containing information rehashed from 
elsewhere on the internet, for example 
the history of Italian restaurants. That's 
fine, HNH doesn't have to reinvent the 
wheel, but when you copy and paste, 
sources should be credited. 

Of the promised cookbook, no 
mention. Readers are asked to submit 
recipes for “dishes that define modern 
Britain” to win a first prize of “a week 
away in a French country house”, and 
other prices of “dinner for 2 at a top 
London restaurant" and “10 signed 
celebrity cookbooks". Doesn't HNH just 
love celebrities. 

Perhaps HNH is not entirely to blame. 
The BTG website turns out not to be 
registered to HNH at all but to 
Monterosa Productions Ltd, a 
commercial company that specialises in 
television “second screen” applications. 
Second screen is an additional electronic 
device (e.g. tablet or smartphone) that 
allows a television audience to interact 
with TV content: extra data is displayed 
on a portable device synchronised with 
the TV programme. Monterosa's most 
prominent project was a play-along web 
game for Endemol’s Million Pound Drop 
game-show, which according to The 


Another fine mess 


ANOTHER RECENT Hope Not Hate fiasco is its Counter-Jihad report. Nick Lowles launched the 
report on the HNH website on 15 April, but on 30 April HNH emailed customers to apologise for the 
delay in sending it, saying: “We have had some trouble getting copies from our regular printers and 
now wont [sic] be receiving them until mid-May". 
Come mid-May the report remained absent. On 7 June | was told the reports had been delivered 
to their office the previous day. Still nothing. On 20 June apparently the report was going to be 
launched in the week of 25-29 and would then be sent out. 
By 13 July the report was to be launched in Brussels the following week. Quite why it needed so 


Guardian attracted 1.3m players over the 
show's first two series on Channel 4 in 
the UK. 

Monterosa started life in 2003 and has 
been a profitable business: presumably its 
other ventures are more inspiring than 
BTG, which has just 30 “likes” on 
Facebook and 53 followers on Twitter 
(and no new tweets since 6 August at 
the time of writing). Its officers are Simon 
Brickle, |gor Loboda, Thomas McDonnell 
and Anna Ferla. It is listed on the BTG 
website as one of the organisations 
associated with BTG, the others being 
the Daily Mirror, HNH, the Department 
for Communities and Local Government 
(DCLG) and the Barrow Cadbury Trust. 
HNH being only associated with BTG is 
further indication that all HNH has done 
is to attach itself to someone else's 
initiative, rather like HNH's promotion of 
Dine@Mine, which was actually 
organised by the Ramadan Festival. 

The DCLG and Barrow Cadbury 
currently fund HNH or more accurately 
its charitable arm Searchlight Educational 
Trust (as part of the separation of 
Searchlight magazine and HNH, they 
have promised to rename Searchlight 
Educational Trust by 31 December 2012, 
though a similar promise to rename 
Searchlight Information Services Ltd, the 


company behind HNH, by 30 June 2012 
has been broken). We wonder how HNH 
will account to DCLG and Barrow 
Cadbury for the use of their grants. 

In September 2011 Lowles writing in 
Searchlight, shortly before he resigned as 
editor, said that HNH's campaign using 
“the Olympics as a tool to do much of 
the community organising we hope to 
accomplish ... could far exceed the scope 
of the past HOPE not Hate campaigns”. 
The reality falls far short of the promise. 
Their leaflet promoting the Great British 
Party promised a “fantastic opportunity 
for neighbour to meet neighbour and 
community to meet community”. There 
was also going to be a celebratory bus 
tour of Britain, a series of community 
newspapers, a “training pack for schools 
and teachers, including background 
briefings on The Great British Party, the 
Olympics and lesson plans on building 
shared identities and the Olympic spirit” 
and “an online magazine for young 
people”. If anyone has evidence that any 
of this actually happened, please let us 
know. 

Some will say we should not criticise 
HNH in this way and accuse us of being 
sectarian. We say supporters and funders 
of HNH deserve much better than the 
damp squib of Britain Tastes Great. 


wom hopennttate arg ah 


many launches before it could be dispatched to those who had paid for it some time before was not explained. We still 
have not received it, conveniently for HNH long past PayPal's deadline for raising a dispute, and the UK price has doubled 
from £10 to £20 since April. 

HNH's regular printer, an efficient business, might be upset at being blamed for this mess. In reality, it seems that HNH 
encountered serious legal issues and had to pulp the first version of the report. A commenter on our website wrote that 
the original online version of the report listed three right-wing Christian organisations as part of the UK counter-Jihad 
movement. They no longer appear. At least one of them is very well funded and would have had no trouble financing a 
libel action. But quite why the reprint has been delayed so long since then is unexplained. 

After all these problems, Matthew Collins, writing on the HNH website on 18 August, had the nerve to accuse Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, of plagiarising “our very well received Counter Jihad report”. It may have been well received 
somewhere: we hadn't noticed, indeed there is considerable doubt whether anyone has received it at all. But, although | 
hold no brief for Griffin and make no comment at this stage on his publication, What Lies Behind the English Defence 
League?, published two days before writing this article, it is clearly a far more substantial work than HNH's report and 
Griffin provides extensive footnotes (152 of them) citing his original sources, something that at least the online version of 
HNH's report does not. | would only add that it is typical of HNH to dismiss a fascist publication with a silly deprecatory 
remark rather than carry out a serious analysis. 
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The far right mobilisation 


against unions 


A long war that got sharper 


after 2010 


By Leonard Zeskind, www.|REHR.org 


AT A PUBLIC FORUM in the American Midwest, a 
conversation on immigration revealed the destitution of 
working people. A white man in his forties stood up to 
complain about immigrants. His complaints were not 
about their skin colour, their language or the threat to 
some non-existent white culture. “They are taking our 
jobs,” he said simply, “they work for virtually nothing and 
make it impossible for me to earn a living." 

A second man in his sixties replied, “It's not the 
immigrants who took our jobs. | remember when a steel 
mill, an auto plant, a farm building manufacturer and a 
half dozen other firms were within three miles of here. 
They employed over 15,000 people at good wages. The 
companies closed those plants and took our jobs." 

The first man replied, “I am not talking about those 
great jobs. Nobody can get those any more. | just want to 
be able to earn $10 an hour putting up plasterboard.” 

It should be noted by the outside observer that $10 
(£6.40) an hour is under the official poverty level wage 
for a family of four. The economic and social conditions of 
workers in the USA are so immiserated that they are 
fighting with each other in a race to the bottom. Even the 
hope of good union-wage jobs is missing. 

Over the past 35 years, long before the current global 
economic crisis, wages have stagnated or declined, 
personal debt has increased, the share of wealth going to 
the top 1% has grown, chances of higher education have 
narrowed, and the caste and class character of society has 
hardened. In the current period, with unemployment 
staying high, the situation is even worse. And despite the 
best efforts of trade unionists, the percentage of working 
people in unions is still declining. The year 1954 was the 
high point for union membership as a percentage of wage 
and salary workers. But even then, it was only 35%. 
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Today it is only 11.9%; 6.9% for workers in private 
industry and 36.2% for government workers. 

There are many reasons for this long term slide. Bosses 
and owners averse to unions have had the upper hand. 
Employer associations curtailed any significant growth in 
trade unions, and have effectively shut down important 
union campaigns in many of the new industries. A global 
reorganisation of capital and labour has increased wage 
competition between workers in high wage countries and 
workers in low wage countries, a factor that has 
influenced trade union density across Europe and the UK. 
Further, the long term structural problems that have beset 
American trade unions since their first days continue. The 
South and the Southwest (where population growth has 
been strongest since World War Two) remains largely 
unorganised. Racial stratification is still high in labour 
markets. Among construction workers, for example, white 
workers in the unions have excluded black workers from 
jobs that are among the highest paying in the blue collar 
trades. 

In the late 1970s, a union busting campaign swept the 
meat packing industry and a wage reduction of 50% 
became the norm in those plants. When Ronald Reagan 
became president in 1981, he infamously broke the air 
traffic controllers’ union, sending wages and working 
conditions down in that industry. Givebacks by unions, 
the introduction of a two-tiered workforce in some 
industries, and “temporary” labour agencies that prevent 
workers from becoming full-time employees became the 
new norm. 

Something new has been happening, however, since 
2010. “Something is changing in America," said AFL-CIO 
Executive Vice President Arlene Holt Baker to a state 
trade union convention, “... right-wing politicians ... 


Tea Party activists help rightwing politicians bring anti-worker legislation 


want to end collective bargaining rights, keep outsourcing 
every good job in America and ... ‘divide and conquer’ 
working people." 

These politicians are backed up by the largest far-right 
grassroots army since the defeat of Jim Crow segregation 
— the Tea Party movement. 

The Tea Parties advertise themselves as concerned only 
with burdensome taxes and government budget deficits. 
As long-time Searchlight readers will know, however, it is 
in fact a nationalist movement, full to the brim with racist 
activists and ideas, home to the newest surging forces in 
the anti-immigrant movement; and the core membership 
has continued to grow — now reaching more than 
450,000 enrolled members. 

The Tea Parties emerged in a burst of highly visible 
street protests, but quickly got down to the quiet work of 
building an electoral machine that could deliver votes. 
They campaigned against President Obama (they 


variously claimed he was not a true American, a Kenyan 
and a Muslim), the Democratic Party and also against 
those Republicans who were not sufficiently ultra- 
conservative. In many instances, the Republican Party 
became a wrecking crew that bore little resemblance to 
the party of President Eisenhower, but much more like 
that of the racist and antisemitic conspiracy-monger 
Senator Joe McCarthy. 

In the November 2010 election, 40% of voters told 
CNN they supported the Tea Parties. In these elections, 
Tea Party candidates were elected to Congress and to 
statehouses across the country. And it is in the 
statehouses that the anti-union avalanche has hit hardest. 

According to a study conducted by Michael McCormick 
Enriquez, a leader in the Occupy movement who is now 
part of a group called Kansas City 99, 346 anti-union bills 
were proposed in over 40 states between January 2010 
and August 2011. The largest number of such bills were 
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Cash-rich Tea Party Express campaigns in Wisconsin 


written in Michigan, once a stronghold of the United 
Auto Workers. 

“While many bills targeted public sector unions ... 
scores of proposed bills also target private sector unions,” 
according to Enriquez. These bills aim to make “it more 
difficult for workers to organize unions, receive union 
wages and benefits with working on public projects, and 
ban workers’ contributions to their union's political action 
fund through payroll deduction.” 

These anti-union bills had two obvious purposes. First, 
to drive down the living standards of all workers by 
focusing on those who were somehow paid out of state 
funds. And second, to disempower the unions politically 
and thereby render them mute at election time. The 
unions understood the danger and fought back. As the 
situation lined up state after state, the stakes were 
highest and the battle sharpest in Wisconsin. 


Wisconsin 

Politics in Wisconsin, a northern tier state in the industrial 
Midwest, were once dominated by a strong progressive 
tradition. As late as 2003, it was in the top 25% of all 
states for union density. In the 2010 election Republican 
Scott Walker ran on rightwing social issues, including 
opposition to all abortion even in cases of rape. He 
promised tax cuts for the wealthy, opposed an $810 
million federal grant for a high-speed rail line and promised 
to cut spending. Walker was swept into office in a Tea 
Party tidal wave. He soon proposed draconian legislation 
that gutted most union collective bargaining rights for 
government workers (police and firefighters were not 
included). This bill also mandated that unions would need 
to win yearly elections in order to continue to represent 
government workers, and would no longer be able to 
collect their dues through payroll deduction. The bill 
passed the legislature and became law on 14 June 2011. 
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At the same time, spirited protest by tens of thousands 
of union members and supporters gathered in the state's 
capitol. And the unions embarked on a two-stage recall 
election strategy that ended with a recall election of 
Governor Walker in 2012. More than 50,000 union 
members and supporters knocked on 1.4 million doors 
and placed 1.8 million campaign calls during this 
campaign, according to the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees. The pro-union 
campaign spent more than $18 million, a huge effort that 
mobilised tens of thousands. And the unions counted on 
their grassroots strength to overcome the advantage 
Walker was expected to have in fundraising. 

Indeed, the governor and his supporters spent over $47 
million during the campaign, effectively drowning out the 
union message in television and radio advertising. Much 
of this money came from extreme-right sources, 
including the infamous Koch brothers. The Koch brothers 
poured five million dollars for this effort into their 
Americans for Prosperity (AFP) front group. AFP had a 
paid staff of 60 in the state, mobilised volunteers to 
knock on doors, utilised the Kochs' Themis voter 
database to identify anti-union voters, and trained 
thousands of Tea Party activists in the arts and crafts of 
electioneering. 

The Tea Party movement provided the grassroots 
muscle to push Walker into the winning column. 

Before the recall election began, there were already 
over 6,000 enrolled Tea Party members in Wisconsin. 
And all of the national Tea Party factions added to their 
local strength. One of the largest factions, Tea Party 
Patriots, held a country-wide vote of its members to see 
whether or not to get involved in Wisconsin. They did 
and claimed to have sent 4,000 volunteers into the state. 
Tea Party Express, a political action committee (PAC) with 
no members but plenty of money, sent its campaign bus 
around the state on two different occasions. 
FreedomWorks Super PAC set up 18 different organising 
centres in the state and among other things distributed 
5,000 yard signs and 50,000 door hangers. Other Tea 
Party factions also contributed to the effort. 

As Devin Burghart wrote in IREHR's analysis of the Tea 
Party impact, “The Tea Party ... focused on strategically 
targeted rural and suburban parts of Wisconsin ... and 
Tea Party support was often the deciding factor ... [they] 
got out more voters and won over more neutral voters 
than did unions and progressives.” 

In the end, the unions suffered a devastating loss. The 
unions’ loss, of course, is the community's loss. And all 
the signs are flashing: danger ahead. 


White noise claims 


more victims in 
Wisconsin 


By Devin Burghart 


According to Valerio Cignetti, Secretary General of the On 
5 August 2012, members of the Sikh Temple of Wisconsin 
were preparing a meal and getting ready for the day's 
children’s classes when a heavily tattooed man in a white t- 
shirt burst in, pulled out a 9mm semi-automatic pistol and 
started firing. 

The attacker killed six people, including Satwant Singh 
Kaleka, the founder of the temple, before engaging in a 
fire fight with local law enforcement when they arrived on 
the scene. The gunman shot one officer eight times at 
close range before being shot in the stomach. He then shot 
himself in the head. 

Long before the horrific attack, the former soldier 
reportedly responsible was loaded with the ideological 
ammunition to carry out acts of mass violence against 
people of colour. 

Wade Michael Page has been identified as the alleged 
shooter. The exact motivation for Page's targeting of the 
Sikh temple is not as yet known, but his background shows 
a young man who for over a decade had his head filled 
with white noise. 

Drummed out of the Army with a less-than-honourable 
discharge in 1998, Page discovered the white power music 
scene in 2000. During this period it was burgeoning into a 
multi-million-dollar-a-year international enterprise and the 
leading recruiting tool attracting a new generation of white 
nationalist “street soldiers” into the movement. 

Page travelled the country attending white power music 
festivals in Colorado, Georgia, North Carolina and West 
Virginia, and found a home in the movement. He quickly 
rose in stature by being not just another sieg heiling racist 
in the crowd, but up on stage as a popular white power 
musician. Page claims to have played in some of the best 
known white power music bands in the United States and 
Europe, including Celtic Warrior, Radikahl, Max Resist, 
Intimidation One, Aggressive Force, Youngland and Blue 
Eyed Devils. 

Those racist bands all sound pretty similar, but today 
white power music comes in a multitude of genres, from 


Alleged assassin Wade Michael Page 


National Socialist Black Metal to Ku Klux Klan Country 
ballads. It may be packaged differently, but the message is 
the same: hatred of Jews, Muslims, all people of colour and 
the LGBT community; exhortations to violence and even 
glorification of genocide. 

Take, for instance, the lyrics of one of the bands that the 
alleged assassin gigged with, Intimidation One: “Die Jew. | 
hate you. You are nothing but a fool. Line you up, cut you 
down. Where you belong is in the ground. Choke you 
hard, slit your throat. Kick you in your teeth. Break your 
back, hear that crack. | think I'll break your feet. Slam you 
down into the ground. You filthy slimy sh*t. Break your 
nose and your toes. And split your f***king lip." Another 
of the bands he gigged with, the Blue Eyed Devils, has a 
CD entitled Holocaust 2000. 

Through his involvement in the music scene, Page also 
became a “fully patched” member of the Hammerskins by 
late 2011. Prominently featured on his right arm was a 
tattoo displaying a cogwheel with the numbers 838 inside 
(the alpha-numeric code for “hail crossed hammers"). 

The temple shooting comes just months after another 
former Hammerskin was stopped planning another 
incident of mass murder. In May, law enforcement in 
arrested former Hammerskins member Marcus Faella and 
more than a dozen members of the racist skinhead 
organisation, American Front. Investigators said the group 
was experimenting with the creation of the toxin ricin, and 
plotting attacks on rival groups and some sort of 
“disturbance” at City Hall. 

Since the scene was transplanted to the United States in 
early 1980s, white power music followers have perpetrated 
along list of murders and mayhem. Though no longer 
growing at the rate it was when Page first joined up, the 
white power music scene has stabilised and matured. It 
remains an omnipresent threat in communities across the 
country, able to erupt at any time. It requires a concerted 
effort by young people, parents, teachers and recording 
industry professionals working together to turn down the 
sounds of hate before another incident occurs. 
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IS THERE A LINK between fascism and astronomy? 
Impossible. Indeed, any attempt to associate social 
developments of whatever kind with investigating the 
cosmos is bound to be dismissed as esoteric madness. 

This is why Chilean film director Patricio Guzman had 
so much difficulty in raising finance for his documentary 
Nostalgia for the Light. No one wanted to invest in a 
project that juxtaposed the 1973 fascist coup of General 
Augusto Pinochet with the latest discoveries in space 
obtained through the telescopes located in the Atacama 
Desert in Northern Chile. 

That the film does succeed in working out a narrative 
link between fascism and astronomy, with added 
elements of archaeology, social anthropology and human 
rights in the mix, is a feat of intellectual creativity both 
inspiring and profoundly moving. 

Some thanks are due to Pablo Neruda, the Chilean poet 
who spent many years in exile for his political 
commitment as a communist and, upon his return after 
his Nobel Prize acceptance speech in 1971, was invited by 
President Salvador Allende to read at the National 
Stadium before a crowd of 70,000. Not many heads of 
state around the world can afford to mount such a 
spectacularly popular cultural demonstration to honour a 
poet: “a poet of the starry nights”, as some called him. 
But it could happen in Chile where, incidentally, both 
Neruda and Allende had absorbed, directly or indirectly, 
the experience of the Spanish Civil War and had certainly 
not forgotten the fate of another poet, Garcia Lorca, 
killed by fascists. 

Over many years Neruda had helped throw a light on a 
country that from a European perspective seemed literally 
at the end of a telescope. But it was the coming on the 
scene of his friend, Allende, with his audacious socialist 
perspective ranging from land reform to an affordable 
health system that had ignited huge interest among the 
left throughout the world, causing predictable grave 
concern in the opposite camp, especially over the 
nationalisation of large-scale industries, some in American 
hands. 

When | arrived in the capital, Santiago, it was the end 
of August, less than three weeks before the coup. | had 
been travelling with some French students who after the 
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disillusionment following the May 1968 événements had 
turned their attention to the Allende experiment as the 
rising hope on the political horizon. There were many 
surprises in store. |, for one, had to overcome the 
lingering prejudice that Chile, though culturally highly 
developed, would be found not quite as advanced in the 
political and intellectual discourse as, say, France, Italy or 
Britain: on the contrary, the level of debate to be found 
there, free of linguistic obfuscations and dictated by 
urgency, presented the forces at work in society with such 
astonishing clarity as to be a revelatory, and, in my case, a 
formative experience. 

Here was a fully-fledged democracy with an elected 
President and a socialist agenda threatened, internally, by 
landowners, small businessmen, rightwing trade unions 
and student unions, fascist movements such as Patria y 
Libertad, the Roman Catholic Church, the armed forces 
and, externally, by American multinationals (copper, 
telecommunications) supported by the United States 
government and the CIA. 

Transport nationally was almost at a standstill, mainly 
because of a truckers’ strike on which commerce 
depended; there were electricity cuts and the traffic lights 
weren't working; long queues were forming outside 
shops for essentials like bread; there was no fuel. 
Exasperation and violence were in the air. Paramilitary 
groups were at work. The confrontation was so tangible 
that tension in Santiago could be cut with a knife. 
Foreigners were looked at with suspicion. 

On 23 August the Interior Minister and Commander in 
Chief of the Army, Carlos Prats, resigned. The day after, 
Allende appointed Pinochet in his place. At nightfall | 
witnessed a huge demonstration in support of Prats by 
the left that had intuited dire, perhaps imminent, 
consequences. 

Mindless, as a student can be, but determined to see 
Neruda's house in Valparaiso | set out to hitchhike there, 
hoping someone would pick me up in spite of the 
transport problems. Apart from lack of fuel, nails had 
been strewn on the roads. The only car that stopped after 
a long wait was driven by a middle-aged American man 
in some kind of military uniform. At the time | had no 
idea that the Chilean Navy in Valparaiso, supported by 


Americans located there, were preparing the coup. The 
American journalist Charles Horman, who was about to 
start investigating the matter, would become the subject 
of the 1982 film Missing, a harrowing account of 
attempts to find his body in a morgue. 

When | returned to Santiago, at the Italian Embassy — 
my embassy — they seemed concerned that | was still 
around when the scramble to leave the country meant 
that planes were already fully booked. Everyone was 
expecting the worst. It was like entering a theatre where 
the last act of a Shakespearean tragedy is about to unfold. 
With two Danish girls who were equally desperate to 
leave town we arranged to hire a driver to take us to the 
Peruvian border. That was an extremely long and tense 
journey of a day and a night, not knowing if we were in 
safe hands or whether we would be stopped along the 
way. The desert we crossed was the Atacama Desert. 

This is the location of Guzman's documentary. Because 
of the atmospheric conditions and dry nature of the soil, 
this is the best place in the world to observe the sky at 
night. Hence the presence of the most advanced 
telescopes in the dome-shaped buildings. But alongside 
the observation of the cosmos to understand the origins 
of the universe, another search goes on for other “stars”, 
to use a poetic form of consolation when thinking of the 
dead: it is a search for the bones and remains of the 
bodies of the beloved sons and daughters, husbands and 


wives, friends and comrades, who disappeared during the 
years of the Pinochet dictatorship, killed by fascists. 

Soon after the advent of the dictatorship, mining 
buildings in the Atacama Desert were used as 
concentration camps. Those killed were buried in mass 
graves, away from prying eyes. Guzman interviews 
relatives of the disappeared who up to the present day 
regularly travel there in the hope that the soil erosion 
caused by the wind will bring bones to the surface, which 
could then be put through DNA tests for identification. 
They help themselves excavating with spades. In this 
overturned cosmos of fossils and dust, human bones do 
come to light every now and then, all catalogued in 
another small universe of cardboard boxes. One of the 
women observes how, as well as looking up into the sky, 
perhaps it would help if telescopes could “look down" 
and scan the soil to find these other stars, the loved ones. 

It is at this point that fascism and astronomy meet. We 
are reminded that there is still plenty of mystery about 
fascism in the social universe, especially concerning the 
conditions that make it possible to form and reappear as a 
threat, even in the most advanced cultures, always 
changing with the times. Close observation remains 
essential to detect the forces at work to be defeated 
before torture, killings and disappearances take their 
heavy toll of human lives, as happened after the coup in 
Chile, 39 years ago this month. 
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Far right promote racial 


tension 


RIGHT-WING RADICALS have attempted to depict the 
social unrest that followed severe flooding in the Krymsk 
region in southern Russia as ethno-national. The flash 
floods on 7 July killed over 170 people and left hundreds 
injured. A message on “interethnic conflict" raging in 
Krymsk appeared on the website of the “Russian 
Association", which continued to engage in the 
promotion of various local conflicts, including that 
between local residents and Dagestani immigrants in the 
village of Demyanovo, in the Kirov region. 

However the main hotbeds of racist violence are 
Moscow and the surrounding region, where two people 
were killed and 52 injured in the first seven months of 
2012, and St Petersburg — one killed and 18 injured. 
There were a further 11 victims of racist beatings in 
Bashkortostan, a republic lying west of the southern Ural 
mountains. In the country as a whole racist violence has 
resulted in six deaths and 115 injured in the same period. 
Many of the victims are young, and most are central 
Asian, people from the Caucasus or others with dark skin, 
but the injured also included seven Jehovah's Witnesses. 

Two Jehovah's Witnesses’ buildings were targeted in 
July 2012, among 14 reported acts of vandalism related 
to xenophobia. Catholic, Orthodox and Muslim buildings 
were also damaged (one case of each). There have been 
45 acts of neo-nazi vandalism in Russia since the 
beginning of 2012. 

There was less far-right activity in July compared to 
previous months. The biggest action was organised by the 
Right to Arms organisation (leader: Maria Butina) in 
several cities across the country on 1 July, the anniversary 
of an incident last year in Sagra, a village near the city of 
Ekaterinburg, where a skirmish over drug dealing by a 
Gypsy family resulted in the death of an Azeri immigrant 
from Georgia. Several groups, many of which are 
nationalist, took part in the Moscow meetings, held next 
to the 1905 Street metro station. They included the 
Liberal Democratic Party, the Libertarian Party (Alexander 
Shirokovskikh-Smirnov), the National Democratic Party 
(Konstantin Krylov, Vladimir Tor), Great Russia (Aleksandr 
Savelev), and the Right Conservative Alliance (Aleksey 
Mikhailov). Demonstrations also took place in St 
Petersburg, Novosibirsk, Syktyvkar and Barnaul. 
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By Natasha Yudina of the SOVA Centre 


Eight people were convicted of racist violence in July, 
including Georgiy Timofeev, leader of the neo-nazi group 
NS/WP, who was sentenced in St Petersburg to 13 years 
in a high security colony. On 23 July, the Judicial Board on 
Criminal Cases of the Supreme Court of the Russian 
Federation upheld an appeal by four members of the 
neo-nazi group Autonomous Military Terrorist 
Organisation (AMTO) against sentences imposed by the 
Moscow Municipal Court, and reduced their sentences. 
One of the AMTO activists, Ksenia Povazhnaya, is a 
member of the Rudolph Hess Association of White 
Prisoners of War and Political Prisoners, which is headed 
by Nikolai Korolev, who was imprisoned for life in May 
2008 for his part in the explosion at Moscow's multi- 
ethnic Cherkizovskiy Market, which killed 14 people 
including two children in August 2006. 

Also in July the Blood and Honour skinhead music 
organisation was finally added to the Federal List of 
Extremist Organisation, bringing the number of such 
organisations to 29. The Russian Supreme Court had 
recognised the organisation as extremist on 29 May 
2012, but it had mistakenly been added to the list of 
extremist materials. The error was corrected after the 
Sova Centre website pointed it out. 
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£57 Europe individuals £69 Non Europe individuals £75 All non-UK organisations 


Please start my subscription with the next issue 
(cheques made payable to Searchlight) 


Name 
Address 
Postcode Standing together we are stronger 
Amount £ | 
Or pay by standing order 
Please debit my account with the sum of £ immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 


Your bank name & address 


Account No 


Sort Code 


Signature 


Date 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, 


Sort Code 40-17-45, HSBC, 99 High Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1EQ) 


PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. *Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 
Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never give our subscription list to any outside party. 
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The NUT is proud to have 
been a supporter of 
Searchlight’s anti-fascist and 
anti-racist work since the 
1960s. 


Christine Blower 


General Secretary, National 
Union of Teachers 


Redbridge and Epping Forest 
Together 


Redbridge and Epping Forest 
Together is a broad-based, 
independent and democratically run 
local group open to all who oppose 
racism and the far right. We very 
much appreciate the consistent and 
generous inspiration, comradeship, 
guidance and support of 
Searchlight in the successful 
campaign to make our communities 
BNP-free and in the struggle 
against austerity cuts to the health 
service, education, arts and 
community services in our area. 


Best regards to our friends at 
Searchlight who have been 
fighting the fascists and racists 
since the 1960s. 
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Fraternal Greetings from 


—_ 


North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism & Fascism 


Founded 1975 


Working with the trades union 
movement to defeat fascism in Stoke- 
on-Trent and surrounding areas 


Stop the BNP! 
ROAR! Root out all racism! 
http://www.norscarf.com/ 

norscarf@yahoo.co.uk 


Find us on Facebook; follow us on 
Twitter 


NUJ 


NATIONAL UNION 
JOURNALISTS 


All strength to Searchlight. 
Its work exposing the 
enemies of democracy and 
freedom is vital. 


Long may it continue. 
No pasaran! 


Leeds Branch, 
National Union of 
Journalists 


Greetings to Searchlight 
magazine and Trade Union 


Friends of Searchlight, 


fighting alongside us against 
U () | eC racism and fascism since 


the UNION 


the 1960s 


Len McCluskey, Unite General Secretary 
Tony Woodhouse, Unite Chair 


ley Norwich Trades 


2 ‘Solidarity. & Council sends 


Since 


a 1.) greetings to all our 
Union brothers and sisters 
at the 2012 TUC Congress 


STAND AGAINST THE EDL 


The racist and fascist EDL are threatening to 
march in Norwich on 20 October. Please 
support the “We Are Norwich” response 

(meetings, music, events etc) in the weeks 
leading up to that and on the day if you can. 


For details of events please contact: 
Norwich Trades Council: 

Sasha Pearce 07908 651103 
We Are Norwich: 

Julie Bremner 01603 704218 

TU Friends of Searchlight: 

Sid Frisby sf @sidfrisby.co.uk 


Trades Union 
Congress 2012 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight fringe meeting 
Fighting Fascism On All Fronts 
Tuesday 11 September 2012 5.20-7.00pm 
Old Ship Hotel, Kings Road, Brighton BN] INR 
(a few minutes from the Brighton Centre, on the seafront) 
Speakers 
Leonard Zeskind, award-winning US author, leading US expert 
on the far right and Director of the Institute for Research and 
Education on Human Rights 
Megan Dobney, Regional Secretary SERTUC 
Steve Hart, National Chair Unite Against Fascism and Political 
Director of Unite the Union 
Dominic Byrne, NUT Executive Member and Divisional Secretary 
for Barking and Dagenham 
Bob Crow, General Secretary RMT 
Chaired by Cathy Pound, Searchlight TU Liaison Officer 
Trade Union Friends of Searchlight welcomes delegates and 
friends fo our stall at TUC 2012 in Brighton 9-12 September 


Searchlight thanks the RMT for 
sponsoring our participation at the TUC 
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The TUC salutes Searchlight campaigns to expose 
fascism and racism at home and abroad. 


The government's programme of deep, rapid cuts 
has failed, and Britain’s ethnic minority 
communities have been particularly hard hit. 


But there is an alternative to self-defeating 
austerity. Show your support for a future 
that works by joining our national demo on 
October 20th. 


Frances O'Grady 
TUC Deputy General 
Secretary 
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